Form for Undergraduates Interested in Working in the Roy Lab
In your introductory email to Peter (peter.roy@utoronto.ca), please send your CV, unofficial transcript, and this completed form.

1.  Why are you interested in working in the Roy Lab?

2. Describe lab techniques that you are currently comfortable performing.

3. List relevant courses (molecular, genetics, pharmtox and/or biochemistry) that you have taken.

4. Where are you doing your undergraduate degree and what program are you in? (Peter prefers University of Toronto Students for reasons related to question number 5 and because he is committed to the educational mission of UofT).

5. Would you be willing to commit for a full year to your research project in the lab should you enjoy the experience?  Meaning, if you are applying for a summer research spot, are you then willing to take a full credit academic research course in the fall and winter semesters, and vice-versa and continue your work? The reason is that it takes time to train new people in the lab and a single semester’s worth of work is not enough of a return on our investment in training.

6. Trainees often come in on the weekend to either set up cultures for the week or to complete an important experiment. This is simply the nature of science and wet-lab work.  Are there any activities in your life that would prevent you from doing that?

7. Beyond your undergraduate work, describe any activities that might significantly impact your ability to make good progress in the lab. 



In addition to securing a paid summer research position in the Roy Lab, there are many research courses that can be taken at the University of Toronto for credit. Below is information on those courses. 

The University of Toronto offers a variety of for-credit undergraduate research courses for BSc students, spanning structured research programs and department-based independent study options. 

University-Wide Core Research Courses and Programs
Research Opportunities Program (ROP): Available to second- and third-year students, this program allows participation in a professor's research project for 0.5 or 1.0 FCE course credit. Most departments in Arts & Science feature ROP course codes, often as “299Y”, “399Y”, or similar. The Roy lab has previously taken students through this program.

Department-Specific Research and Independent Study Courses
Independent Study/Supervised Reading Courses: Found across most BSc programs, especially for third- and fourth-year students. These typically have codes ending in “39X” or “49X”, and may involve tailored laboratory, fieldwork, or literature-based research projects with faculty supervision. The Roy lab has previously hosted students enrolled in courses from the departments listed below.

Dept of Molecular Genetics:
MGY299Y1: Research Opportunity Program
Enables second- or third-year students to join a faculty-led research project for course credit.
MGY399Y1: Research Excursions
Specialized research placements, often involving field studies or unique projects, with department approval.
MGY479Y1/MGY480Y1: Advanced Independent Research Project in Molecular Genetics and Microbiology
Fourth-year independent research projects; students work one-on-one with faculty, usually in the lab, producing a thesis or substantial written report. These courses may cover a wide range of topics in genetics, genomics, and microbiology, and are only open to students in specialist or major programs in Molecular Genetics.

Dept of Pharmacology & Toxicology
PCL299Y1: Research Opportunity Program
Allows students to participate in departmental research during the academic year for credit.
PCL397Y0: Summer Research Exchange Program
Offers summer research placements, often internationally, with course credit. This is arranged through the department and requires a formal application.
PCL497Y1/PCL498Y1: Senior Research Project in Pharmacology and Toxicology
Intended for Specialist students in their final year, these full-year courses involve working under the supervision of a faculty member in a research laboratory or affiliated hospital/research institute. Projects may be laboratory-based or involve other types of research, culminating in a written thesis/report and oral presentation

Dept of Anatomy
ANA498Y1: Project in Anatomy
A fourth-year, laboratory-based research course where students perform independent research in fields such as histology, cellular and molecular biology, developmental biology, neuroscience, or gross anatomy under faculty supervision. Requires permission from a supervising professor and a commitment of 8–10 hours per week. The course includes written assignments, presentations, and progress meetings.

St. Michael’s College
SMC299Y1: Research Opportunity Program
SMC388Y1/398H1: Independent Study in Book and Media Studies
SMC395Y1/396H1: Independent Study in Celtic Studies
SMC433Y1/434H1: Independent Studies in Christianity and Culture
SMC435H1: Independent Studies in Mediaeval Studies
SMC457H1: Directed Research
SMC472Y1: Research Seminar in Christianity and Education
SMC490Y1: Senior Essay in Mediaeval Studies

Innis College
INI299Y1: Research Opportunity Program
INI334H1: Urban Field Course
INI400Y1–INI402H1: Independent Research
INI405Y1–INI407H1: Independent Studies in Writing and Rhetoric
INI434Y1–INI438Y1/H1: Advanced Urban Research Projects & Independent Research in Urban Studies


1

